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| Suck comsiderations offer no diiticulty 107 1o e center of an ofl boom. bach % or &0 |

! 1 Green, the president of the Amalpa-

years ago, but the ol! was never found, an |

4 Flving Saucer Clubis of Amenca, in ¥ oce hotel bulll to accominadate the baom

Yueea Valley, Call. He sugpesis that the
lights ar due 1o atmosphenc Jonization
fatind s; acecrali piloted by extraterresin
cals. Tuey apzap around 1o get our alten
Jhon and expand our awareness.” explains

IMr Green The presence of mountaing 3

miles away slsooas telling, be adds, because
!“I'l farrly tvpacal that they (the extraler
prestrials: wiil set up their hases under
l In & way, the hights of this small West
i Texas lown are ke the foothghts of & stage
“that never quite became a scene of major
ldrama Marfa once was expecied 1 explode

F

«1fll dominates the downiown area

During World War 1 Marfa swelled when
an alr base was bulll nearby, B rank
apalr when the base closed afier the war

In 1955 the tewn sared into praninence
a the setting of the movie “Giant”; today,
the only sign of the film indosiry is the for
mer Wheater, whoth hae ploved s Basl e
ture show and is now an elecinacs store.

There was anticipelion of a Uranium
tom In the 19605, when the pemoisy who
saw the Marfa hghts were in the area, it
went the way of the oll boom.

So the elusive hphts - Marfans often de-
scribe them as “Inendly™ highis - are the
town's ondy reliable source of eminence. And
old-timers aren’t pleased when nenhelievers
sooff &1 the mystery. “We all got kind of
mad wlen & poperter from Houston sad
they were Just mercury VEjor hghts on
ranches,” says Julia Phumbley.

If amy. o in these parts can quahly as an
autlhonty on Marfa's hights, she 15 probably
the one. It was her father, Ridert Elhson,
who hirst satued the strange fhokenng in
1883, “The light I've seen over the yvars
isn't a ranch hght,” Mrs. Plumbley savs
firmly. “It's a soft, small king of elhereal
looking hght. You canl get cluse 16 11 And
there’s rezlly nothing 10 say aboul 1t (xeept
thal it's real and i's there.”



